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But the neighbourhood began to be exhausted
of supplies, and Palomino felt obliged to undertake
a more distant foray. He invaded the rugged
mountains of Bonda to the south, a country so
wild and difficult that horses could not be taken.
Here the brave defenders of their homes had an
advantage. They knew the country and could
oppose the advance of their enemies at every turn,
and select their own position for resistance. The
Spaniards were defeated and fled back to Santa
Martha, followed into the plain by the victorious
mountaineers.

On hearing of the death of Bastidas, the Eoyal
Audiencel of San Domingo appointed Pedro Vadillo
to succeed him as Governor of Santa Martha.
His lieutenant was Pedro de Heredia, and he
took with him a force of 200 men. But Palomino
refused to give up charge or to let Vadillo land,
maintaining that he, as lieutenant to Bastidas,
was his legitimate successor. Vadillo then landed
further up the coast, and began to construct a fort,
which Palomino intended to attack. A priest
intervened, and it was agreed that Palomino and
Vadillo should be joint Governors until a decision
arrived from the Cfourt of Spain. The two

1 High Court of Justice with some executive powers.
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